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Bell Is Under Pressure

T'o ‘Go Easy’ on Helms /¢ u

By Jack Nelson

Los Angeles Times

When another VIP tugs at Attorney
General Griffin'B. Bell’s sleeve at a
‘Washington cocktail -party these days,
chances are it is more than just a
friendly greeting.

Frequently it is an appeal to “go
easy” on Richard Helms, the former
Central Intelligence Agency director
who faces possible indictment -on a
perjury charge for lying to a Senate
subcommittee,

The appeals come from journalists
as well as politicians, from Democrats
as well as Republicans, and from such
political heavyweights as Averell Har-
riman, former New York governor
and top federal official in Democratic
administrations, and former Vice
President Nelson A. Rockefeller, an-
other former New York governor and
a leading Republican for decades.

But Bell, in a lengthy interview,
said the almost constant pressure ap-
plied by members of the Washington
establishment in behalf of Helms will
not deter him from “doing my best to
vindicate the rule of law.”

He said the Helms case is compli-
cated because of the foreign affairs
and national security implications,
however, and has been difficult to re-
solve.

Bell hopes to resolve the question

of prosecution in that matter and in:

two other sensitive cases—FBI bur-
glaries and South Korean government
influence-peddling among members of
Congress—before U.S. District Court
Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr. becomes
FBI director early next year.

As establishment types are pressing
Bell on the Helms matter, ordinary
citizens are flooding him with mail in
an attempt to persuade him to lay off
the FBI.

“You wouldn’t believe the reservoir
of goodwill among the American pudb-

lic for the FBI,” said Bell. “I get 1ét-
-

ters from all over, and they don’t
want FBI agents prosecuted.” .

Bell receives many letters from
friends who are contemporaries and
who served with the FBI during
World War II, when some FBI break-
ins were justified officially on
grounds of national security. “But it
was a lot different then,” said Bell.
“People just don’t want to take that

into account. Most of them just want

to leave the FBI alone now.”

As for the Korean scandal, Bell
said, there has been little pressure.
“Everyene just wants us to get that
one over with,” he said. “Even the
President. They say, ‘For God’s sakes,
finish it.’ ”

Bell pointed out that he inherited
all three of the sensitive cases from
the Ford administration and said the
investigations did not seem to be go-
ing anywhere fast when he took over
the Justice Department.

As he accelerated the investiga-
tions, the pressure in the Helms and
FBI cases increased.

Veteran sendtors and other political
figures who support Helms. began to
tell Bell that he did not “understand
the system.”

“They would say, ‘You can’t indict a
man who has had 35 years of public
service, ' ” Bell said.

At a recent party, CBS commenta-
tor Eric Sevareid told him, “It would
be a shame if Helms is indicted.” Bell
replied: “I can’t talk about that.”

Some prominent Washington
figures have been more public in
their support of Helms. Hugh Sidey,
Washington bureau chief of Time
Magazine, has passionately defended
Helms on television and in speeches.

William E. Simon, who served as
Treasury Secretary in the Nixon and
Ford admmlsgratlons, recently stated
that a legal efepse fupd ta,bhsl}ed
Tor FBI agenta who :'
also would provide money for Hchl
legal defeme it he were indicted.

 KCIA, the

RICHARD HELMS
... numerous VIP supporters

Bell, speakin-g at a Griffin Bell Day
ceremony in his hometown of Ameri-
cus, Ga., the other day, said the pre-
dlcament he finds himself in concern-
ing the sensitive cases he inherited re-
minded him of a story he had told
President Carter, a story the Presi-
dent later related during a televised
press conference.

“It involved a man who was charged
with being drunk and setting a bed on
fire,” Bell said. “When the judge
asked him to enter his plea, he said,
‘I plead guilty to being drunk, but
the bed was on fire when I got into

it

Bell also joked about the many sto-
ries "involving the cases that have
been leaked to the news media. He
told of a recent Cabinet meeting at
which he jokingly commented to Car-
ter that he had nothing to report be-
cause most of what he knew was se-
cret. The Attorney General quoted the
Presldent as retorting:

‘¥eah, 1 tead about your secrets ev-.

or! the newspaper — the

elms: case and the FBF
cases.”
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By 1 Don Oberdorfer
RIARCLIFF MANOR, N.Y. - For-
U.8. Ambassador Edward M.
rry, charging that a Senate commit-

ly. dLstorted his role in opposing -

£ :

Salvador Al!ende in Chile; i$ preparing
1o sell his hotse; pack up and move
abroad. Because of his loss of faith in
this country 's political system, he finds
it “infolerable™ to continue living in

the United States.
wa heonlymanmauoﬁ.heus
rn;nent who was ready to swear
oath; with lie detector attached,
aﬁw he U.S. rolé in Chile, to provide
the documentation, who' was ready to
count in full, ready to undergo pub-
lic_or executive session interrogation,
3r§dy 10 tell everything. I had no gov-
nment pension;, no ties to any group.
1 wag never a member of any political

party. I served three Presidents with -

equal devotion: and dedication,” the

former ‘official said in the rapid-fire
of outrage which have be-

)m accustomed manner.

y Was this knowledgeable and ea-

¢ witness not permitted to testify to

after its reports on Chile had been
itten and distributed; and then only
ief yg Why was his later day-long ex-

sxon tesumony =+ given at |

Frank Church (DIdabo) who
was chairman: of the Senate Intellig-
ence, Cominittee at the time, said the
committee had not heard Korry before
distr)buung two Chile reports because

by a staff member and sub-

as heard briefly in public ses-
hp dxy; a _committee report on
action in Chile was handed out..
rdifg to the committee staff; Kor-

pt secret by senatorial vote, taken
ephone last May 11, after “secur-
jections™ 1o its release were re«

by the  Central Intelhgence

DLC

e U.S. and Chlle. An Ex~ Ambassador Speaks Ou.t

Senate Intelligence Committee up--

Chile’s President Salvador Allende, left, K

' was given a on&monm suspended

sentence and fined $100 for withhold-
ing information about ITT'8 activities
and CIA relntjonsh!pl in Chile from a
Senate

9, ja7¢ R AR

e

After Jeaving Chile and the
ernment, Korry was president of the
Association of American Publishers
and Jater of the prestigious United Na-
tions A the United States.

multinational companies.
Jobless and Bitter

7 ORRY 1S CONVINCED that the
stated reasons are subterfuge.

“The only reason this has been cov-

ered up is that it would tell the honest

iruth about the political system in the
+ 19605 and 1970s,” he chargéd in an in-
terview.

His statements cannot be dismissed
lightly, for he is a man of long experi-
ence with politics, government and di-
plmnacy A United Press and Look
at home and
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m Empe ler two decades, he served
us, to

Since the spring of 1974, when contro-
versy over the U.S. role in Chile began
to wldcn Korry has been lmemployed

S, vgov-

H United Press International

. L ' H .
Ambassador Edward M. Korry irg Santiago in 1971.

the iﬂsputed U.S.Chilean historical re-  through — the investmens were ITT
cord, in which he is depnrted as the  and the Kennecoit and Arnaconda cop-
sponsor of a covert campaign against  per companies, Korry said.

Allende. Late in November the Wil- Previous government policy had not

of Kennedy and Johnson, the repuh-
tion of the Democrati¢ Party and oth-
ers involved.

. The Case Against Allende

I ORRY DOES NOT feel that US.
opposition to Allende’s election in
1970 was upjustified. Charging. that
“his [Allende’s] closest cronies were
paid agents of the Castro government
for many years,” Korry portrayed Al-
lende as highly unreliable, devious and
exiremist in his views. As U.S. ambas-
sador to Chile, Korry said, he was get-
ting “extremely accurate information”
from the CIA, including “an absolutely
accurate summary of the pelitburo
meetings of the Communist Party of
Chile.” Through these sources, Korry
said, he knew that Allende planned {0
repudiate more than $1 billion in U.S.
loans and take otber drastic actions.

According to Korry, Soviet copper
technicians were visiting Chilean
mines at which US. interesis wert
being nationalized at the very time —
the spring of 1971 — When Allende as
president was telling Korry that he
would “never” permit Russians near
those mines. Despite some close ties
and plans for others, Korry maintains,
the Soviet Union sealed Allende’s
downfall by rejecting his request for
$500 miltion in aid in November, 1872,
advising him to make his peace with
the United States and passing word of
this decision t9 U.S. officials.

Korry portrays his role in the poiiti-
cal maneuverings surrounding Al
Jende’s election in 1970 as a comph-
ccated one aimed at protecting U.S. tax-
payer and slrategxc interests m Chila

‘mington, Del,, News Journal published  favored US.
a lengthy article based on Korry's ~ for multinational firms, according to
charges, and another is planned. ) Korry, but this was reversed following
Repons “of thé Senate Intelligence a mid-1963 appeal by Kennmedy to
i covered inthe David Rockefeller, chairman (then

and, he
his chorsen fields of )ournalmm and
public service.

Today he lives a spartan and largely
isolated life in a restored 1740s house
in this

prexs, attributed to' Korry, political  president) of the Chase Manhattan
planning and economic pressu.res Bank, to organize greater business in-
against Allende. The committee citeda  volvement in Latin America. Korry
Korry recommendation to the State  said he learned from sources directly
and CIA prior to the 1970 involved that the multipational firms

County suburb, reviewing and rethink-
ing what he saw, heard and wrote in
Chile and its aftermath. Sitting on the

edge of an overstuffed chair or pacing -

the large bedroom-study, this tall,
balding man backs up his charges with
cjtations from a clutter of files, books,

Ethioph \lnder Presldem,s Kennedy

ot
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draft book chapters and
notes which he has laboriously taken
0} 5B WOYSUTSE] les to and from his
-oq 2juelep JEm
ssoun. — A10 nayn'y has had 5o suc-
-midande 50 DO holars

ing —-i and
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Chilean elec‘ucm, ipcluding a contin-  were ihformally promised the invest-
gency plan for “a $500,000 effort” to  ment guarantees before the 1964 Chi-
convince members of the Chilean con-  lean election. By 1967, some $600 mil-
gress not to vote Allende jrito office.  lion in risk guarantees had been issued
(The money was never spent, and the by the United States for Chile — one-
congress did elect Allende after he fourth of the worldwide total at that
won a plurality jn a three-way race in  time, Korry said.

the general election) Korry was also The former official said important
quoted as warning Chileans that, if Al U.S. senators intervened wnh the State
lende came to power, US. D n behalf of

through of
pressure and covert action, while stav-
ing off demands from President Nix-

. on, mtltinational corporations and

others for much stronger and more
dangerous medstires.

As U.S. ambassador, Korry said, he
planned much of the 1970 CIA covert
action in Chile. He maintained that the
total U.S. expenditure to ipfluence the
campaign was “a terribly minor mat-
ter” of $400,000 in “standard anti-Com-

_ munist propaganda for the most part.”

There were also about $35,000 in con-
tinuing payoffs to a Chilean politician
who had helped in 1964 and “a few
thousand dollars” spent on “a spoiling
operation” to create dissension wnhm
Allende’s Socialist Party.

The former said he rec-

reprisals would condemn the country for the firms

to deprivation and poverty. “which put the taxpayers on the

Korry doeu mn deny the authenuc- hook.” He named Sens. J. W)]llsm Ful-
il

the authority for payoffs
in case Allende’s election was con-
tested within the Chilean congress and

em}npof
mpact of




